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Idaho has some of the deepest snow packs in the West right now, in some places 

accumulations are already a month or more ahead of usual – meaning if things continue, the 

water supply throughout the state will likely be the best since 1999. 

While the news is certainly good, members of the Idaho Water Supply Committee say we 

should be cautiously optimistic about what it means for the longer term.  Ground water levels 

and spring discharges are still well below normal, and the state as a whole has lost about a year’s 

worth of accumulated moisture during the drought cycle which has lasted six years in some parts 

of Idaho. 

“These severe droughts are multi-year in character,” IDWR Director Karl Dreher 

reminded committee members  “This is certainly good news for this year, but what happens next 

year and in the coming years – the verdict is still out.” 

Dreher says it could take a series of average or above average years before the drought 

can be declared over. 

The long range forecast for the remainder of the water accumulation season is promising 

– showing a high probability of above normal precipitation.  That means additional flooding 

could potentially be a problem in some parts of Idaho.  The Bureau of Reclamation plans to 

begin releasing more water into the Boise River as early as next week in order to make room in 

the reservoir system for runoff. 

This is the first meeting of the year for the water supply committee, which will continue 

to meet on a regular basis until spring. 
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